
‘She Walks in Beauty’ Analysis 

 This poem is one of the most clean and fresh ways to see love. Even though the poem 

talks of a beautiful woman, we can also interpret it as a simple way to rejoice beauty. The 

speaker of the poem talks about how much he admires a woman. He is constantly telling us 

how beautiful she is from the inside and the outside. Apparently he is only trying to describe 

her.  

 The speaker talks about a woman’s beauty like wishing there could be a chance of 

romance between them, even though he says: her “A mind is at peace…A heart whose love is 

innocent!” (Byron, 196) The first thing that comes to my mind is that he is in love with her. He 

refers to her as if she does not know his feelings for her. The speaker’s love for this woman is 

almost platonic, in a figure of speech. I read that Byron wrote this poem for Mrs. Wilmot, the 

wife of his cousin (GrAdeSaver). Knowing this the poem makes more sense because of the fact 

that the speaker cannot flirt with the woman in question. 

 Also the speaker suggests that the woman is so pure. In a way maybe she is exceptional 

to him. Even if we don’t know anything else about this woman she has a mind of her own, 

where her thoughts are a secret to the speaker. When he says: “Where thoughts serenely 

sweet express How pure, how dear their dwelling place” (Byron, 196). We know that the 

woman at least is not just an object to him and that he sees her as someone with feelings as 

well. For a moment I thought that the poem was another way to see women as an object of lust 

or to perform only her duties and that was it. 



 Nonetheless, Byron shows us interest in the woman’s thoughts and personal life that 

are a secret to the speaker and that he cannot get access to. He also notices her expressions, 

and describes them with details. As he says: “And on the cheek, and o’er that brow, So soft, so 

calm, yet eloquent, The smiles that win, the tints that glow,” (Byron, 196). This woman that 

‘walks in beauty’ is not only an object of simple beauty, she is the mysterious woman with her 

own thoughts.  

 At first when I read the poem I thought that it was all about appearances and 

worshipping a woman. The speaker idolizes the beauty of this woman and fantasizes her 

supernatural beauty. Nevertheless, the lines: “And all that’s best of dark and bright Meet in her 

aspect and her eyes…” (Byron, 196) are the opposites of dark and bright balancing each other 

and that the woman in his poem can capture that balance perfectly. As said on GrAdeSaver: “In 

this lady, the “tender light” is “mellowed,” in contrast to the “gaudy day” which has only the 

glaring sun and no shade to soften its radiance. Thus the lady’s simple, inner perfection 

produces a beauty superior to nature itself.” 

There are many comparisons on the poem of ‘She Walks in Beauty’. The first line of the 

poem is “She walks in beauty” (Byron 196), as if beauty is some sort of carpet or a thing. Then 

the woman is compared to “night” and “starry skies.” In other occasions the speaker says: 

“Which waves in every raven tress” He does not compare her to the morning’s daylight or the 

red-orange of the twilight hour.  Since the woman is a brunet, the speaker compares her to the 

night and her dark ‘tress’ [es]. 



She has also been compared to something supernatural or out of this world.  The 

speaker says: “Had half impaired the nameless grace” as if her beauty and the comparison of 

shade and ray had no name for it, and only the speaker understands or can see it.  Then he 

says: “Thus mellowed to that tender light Which heaven to gaudy day denies.” As I understand 

it, he is even saying that heaven’s light touches her. In another occasion he idolizes by adding: 

“But tell of days in goodness spent,” (Byron, 196). We can see how much he exaggerates when 

he is describing her. 

Since he is already comparing the woman to the night I can imagine that the setting is 

during that time. The speaker does not say where the poem takes place. In the first two lines he 

states: “She walks in beauty, like the night Of cloudless climes and starry skies;” (Byron, 196).  

He saw the woman during the night and in an open space where he can also see the open sky.  

Also that the sky is clear and that he can see the brightening stars.  But then again, I can only 

speculate and deduce the speaker’s information that is found in the poem. 

The poem is written on Lyric form. The meter is mostly Iambic tetrameter. The poem 

follows this pattern except for line 6 because it has 9 syllables. I find the poem very easy to read 

because the sound of the letter follows each other. The sound of the words rhyme one after 

the other without stopping and dragging the notorious letters like the ‘s’, or ‘c’ or etc.  The 

sounds of the vowels are so loud that it makes you want to read the poem out loud. The author 

chose this pattern perhaps to emphasis the cleanliness of the poem. “Of cloudless climes and 

starry skies” (Byron, 196). The sounds are so soft that it makes the poem so pleasant to read. As 

said on the website:  “Alliteration refers to the repetition of similar consonant sounds. 



Repeated consonant sounds at the beginning of words are called initial alliteration” (Drury, 

Web) 
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