A BODY WITH OUT A SOUL?
	Your own life is a hard thing to live and make decisions for it.  Making decisions for other peoples’ lives is even harder.  In the situation of a spouse in a coma for eight years and no sign of recovery, the husband or wife is left with the decision to continue life support or terminate it.  When the person in a coma is a son or a daughter, the parents of the child become involved too. The situation then turns into a battle between the husband and/or wife of the person in a coma and his or her parents.  There are no winners and no losers, only the person in question would be completely on the other side instead of half here/half there.  
	For me to act as a judge and make the choice is not an easy task.  I am a wife and a daughter too, and to give preference to one side is very difficult to do.  If the situation were in my hands I would give the wife (assuming that her husband is the one in a coma) the authority to terminate the life of her husband.  For me there is no point to be alive and not have any conscience of it.  At the same time, I have heard of miracles where people awake from a long state of coma, so the parents of the victim are in complete justification in keeping their son alive.  Either way my decision is taken and I would give the reasons to support my verdict.  
	Like I said, the decision of giving the wife the authority is not easy, but with the help of the readings from the book, “THAT IS THE QUESTION”, I can explain with more detail why I made my decision.  Some of the examples may perhaps, have little in common with the situation explained before.  My choices are: from Marginalized Voices “The Declaration of Sentiments”, Freedom and Responsibility “Apology”, Death “Phaedo (Death of Socrates)” and from Sacred Texts “Bhagavad Gita”.  I found these particular readings relevant because in some ways they can be used to express different situations.  
	First of all, most religions believe that the body is a temple, where the self or the soul lives.  However if the temple is in ruins, where is the soul going to live if its home is gone?  That is a religious or cultural question and it depends on what the person’s beliefs are.  For me it is not simple to answer because I would have to give a complete explanation of my religion.  It would be easier to take a look where I come from and perceive my beliefs according to my traditions and my culture.  On the other hand, for many people that would not be the case, including me.
	In some of my readings the self can’t die and according to the Bhagavad Gita you can harm the body but not the soul.  In the case of the husband in a coma, the writing of the Gita helps me to see things from another perspective.  In the story, a prince is considering the idea of giving up war because he is concerned for the lives of the opposing army, but his consulter tells him to stay focused on the task at hand.  The prince also said that he is afraid of killing people that he may know or some of his family members that are rebels, but the consulter says to him, “He who thinks the self can be slayer and he, who thinks the self is slain, are both mistaken”.
	In the story the consulter explains to the prince that he is a supreme being and that he is the reincarnation of a god.  Basically the story is about how the self doesn’t die and that the body is only one piece of the thing that keeps the soul.  Personally, I don’t believe in reincarnation but I do believe that after the body dies the soul continues on and doesn’t die.  However, it is not easy to accept these things for someone who is about to lose a loved one or who has already passed away. 
	Another thing that gives me a good perspective of the situation is the acceptance of death.  Once you accept death and recognize that it is inevitable for everyone it becomes more normal under specific circumstances.  On the writing, “Phaedo death of Socrates” by Plato, it talks in a very philosophical way about death.  Socrates explains that he is not afraid to die because he is sure that there must be another world after this one.  In his last moments he was not upset to die because he was convinced that on the other side he was going to find a better place with better people, and he was not happy in this world that didn’t appreciate him.
Socrates philosophical way of thinking doesn’t include religions.  He only would say what for him made common sense, and also to keep his hopes up that his death was in a manner that were more meaningful.  Beliefs and hopes are what sometimes keep us moving forward and they help us to make decisions that sometimes are hard to make.  Hoping for a better world after this one is a good way to cope with the loss of someone dear to you and Socrates way of thinking is a very good way to explain it.
The responsibility is very important as well.  After the specific decision is reached you have to keep your word and no matter what, you are going to be responsible for the consequences that come with it.  When someone is not capable to make decisions by themselves, the spouse or some other relative has to make those decisions for them.  In another writing by Plato called “Apology” it gives a very good example of responsibility for you and for someone else life. 
The writing is Plato’s version of the speech given by Socrates as he defends himself against the charges of corrupting the young, and for not believing in the gods in whom the city believes.  Plato was called to testify and he did it by saying the truth about Socrates. In a way it was a strategy to defend himself and Socrates.  In a moment Plato was responsible to tell the audience Socrates’ beliefs.  Just like Plato almost had in his hands Socrates chance of freedom, the spouse is responsible for telling the audience the truth about her husband’s beliefs.  Not always does the spouse have the right answers, but if the marriage is reliable the wife is the best person to make the decision and interpret what her husband may or may not want.
This country is based on marriage beliefs. Once upon a time women didn’t have the opportunity to vote or have a voice in government.   In the writing, “The Declaration of Sentiments, Seneca Falls Conference 1848”, it talks about the submission of women towards their husbands.  It says, “in the covenant of marriage, she is compelled to promise obedience to her husband her becoming, to all in terms and purposes, her master-the law giving him power to deprive her of her liberty and to administer chastisement.  Those times have changed, at least here in the United States and women can make their own decisions.
In the times of 1848, if the husband was sick or something else had happened to him, his family was the ones making the decisions about his wealth and his health, not the wife.  Times have changed.  If the husband is not around, the wife can manage on her own the choice of the well being of that of her family and of her husband.  If the situation was reversed and the wife was in a vegetable state and not the husband, he can make the decision to terminate the life support in the same valid method.
My decision is based on facts throughout history.  Many cases seek the past’s occurrences to make references.  I did the same thing and I believe the same as the prince in the writing of the “Bhagavad Gita” that I had my doubts about the soul.  Many cultures and religions can’t all be wrong about the soul leaving the body when it is dead.  As in the interpretation of Socrates says, there are other better worlds besides this one that wait for us after death.  It makes sense too because he is not even using religion to explain what he believes, and yet many religions and cultures believe the same.
It is not a matter of explanation for your actions but a keeping of your word.  If you believe in something, supporting it to the end is what matters the most and that would be the explanation to the world.  There can be bad consequences with my decision, even if I would have chosen the parents to decide over the life of the person in a coma.  I believe in the soul’s endless life, and in better worlds besides this one and best of all I believe that we can trust in our spouse to make decisions for us.  





	  
	
	
	
