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Who’s To Blame For The Inconvenience?
 Who let the back door open to the illegal immigrants?
  
	“There are 12 million illegal immigrants in the U.S. and roughly 80 percent of the undocumented are Hispanic” (Nadler).  There are many theories about the facts and consequences concerning the effect that illegal immigrants have in this country.  Many would say that the solution is to take away social service rights, while others would argue that it is against constitutional rights, and some others would claim that they don’t even have any constitutional rights for being illegal criminals.  Various assumptions would recognize that illegal immigrants in fact help the economy and some others would state the contrary.  What is right? What is wrong?  
Who has the right to be a U.S. citizen? 
Many would say that children of illegal immigrants don’t have any rights and that they should not be protected by the Constitution’s Fourteenth Amendment.   “Citizenship, of course, does not exist by nature; it is created by law, and the identification of citizens always has been considered an essential aspect of sovereignty. After all, the founders of a new nation are not born citizens of the new nation they create. Indeed, this is true of all citizens of a new nation--they are not born into it, but rather become citizens by law” (Erler).
	If an illegal immigrant has no rights, why are his children born as citizens of this country?  “There are two components to American citizenship: birth or naturalization in the U.S. and being subject to the jurisdiction of the U.S. Today, we somehow have come to believe that anyone born within the geographical limits of the U.S. automatically is subject to its jurisdiction, but this renders the jurisdiction clause utterly superfluous and without force” (Erler).  Meanwhile, the children of illegal immigrants form a large group of minorities in this country.  However, many of them are not adopting American patriotism to be considered as U.S. citizens.  
Helping in the long term but inflicting short term problems
	There are many assumptions in which the illegal immigrants help or destroy the economy.  “The National Immigration Law Center finds that "undocumented immigrants contribute approximately $8.5 billion to Social Security and Medicare funds annually while the [IRS] has determined that undocumented immigrants paid almost $50 billion in federal taxes from 1996 to 2003” (Carabelli).
	These workers work with false social security numbers and subsequently they don’t receive the benefits back because they are undocumented.  But that doesn’t stop them for paying federal, state and local taxes.  Nevertheless most Americans continue to believe that illegal 
	AVERAGE COST OF EDUCATION VS. TAXES PAID IN KEY STATES (millions of dollars)

	State
	Education
	Incarceration
	Emergency Services
	Taxes Paid

	California
	$1,289
	$368
	$113-167
	$732

	New York
	634
	45
	51-76
	422

	Florida
	424
	15
	22-29
	277

	Texas
	419
	23
	9-12
	2002

	Illinois
	113
	6
	7-17
	95

	Arizona
	55
	11
	7-10
	29

	Total for
	$3,079
	$474
	$210-315
	$1,886


immigrant use of social services has a severe damage on the U.S. economy.  “The very presence of illegal immigrants in public schools is perceived as costly to local
This chart shows the amount of many on taxes that the immigrants paid and the cost to educate their children. 
Chart by: Whose children are these? A rational approach to educating illegal-alien schoolchildren. (Carabelli)
 school districts because of the need for additional resources to educate these children. They overcrowd schools and often require more educational services than native-born children because of their lack of proficiency in English. Indeed, analyses from several states show that the costs of educating students who did not speak English fluently were 20 to 40 percent higher than the costs incurred for native-born students” (Carabelli).
In other words, the contributions that the illegal immigrants make are not enough to sustain the costly education for their kids. These services to illegal aliens ultimately results in a net financial loss to states even when immigrant contributions to state revenues are taken into account.  “State governments thus recognize the economic contributions from illegal immigrants and may be content to funnel the cost of educating illegal-alien schoolchildren down to local governments.  It benefits the federal government, but not state or local governments that have to deal directly with immigrant-dense populations.  Since the federal government is the primary stakeholder and beneficiary in the well-being of illegal immigrants, it should bear the brunt of the costs associated with educating illegal-alien schoolchildren” (Carabelli).
Criminals or workers?
	A few decades ago, if found guilty of entering the U.S, illegal aliens were allowed to leave the country on their own or they were just simply sent back to their countries by officials from immigration.  Now, in this day and age, illegals are being charged with serious crimes and treated as rapists, murderers, or any other type of violent criminal.  
	During the time of the Bush administration, the President introduced a program called Chertoff.  This program allowed employers to hire foreign workers to maintain the demands of the labor.  But soon they noticed that there were more people than what they needed.  Now there were many of these workers and the only way to get rid of them was by deporting them.  Many are being picked up on the streets, and many others in the factories where they work.  “The judge and prosecutor told workers they’d be charged with aggravated identity theft, which carries a two-year prison jolt, and held without bail. If they pleaded guilty to misusing a Social Security number, however, they would serve just five months and be deported immediately afterward”
(Bacon).
	Now illegal immigrants are risking prosecution, jail time, and deportation.  The ones who are taking all the blame here are the workers, not the employers.   When the government made businesses have the E-Verification Program before hiring people, it wasn’t as affective as they thought it to be.  Many employers used this as an advantage to manipulate workers to do anything they asked or risk being deported by immigration.  “On March 17 Mississippi Governor Haley Barbour signed SB 2988, which requires employers to use E-Verify and gives them immunity for hiring undocumented workers if they do.  An undocumented worker, by contrast, faces felony charges carrying one to five years in prison and fines up to $10,000 for holding a job. Workers are ineligible for bail” ( Bacon).  
	Nevertheless the government knows everything that the employers do to the undocumented workers.  “There’s obviously a straightforward solution to the problem of illegal work, which is, you open the front door and you shut the back door.… Congress wasn’t willing to open the front door.… In the interim, to be honest, we’re closing the back door.… I think it’s a necessary condition to satisfy the American people that when the front door is opened we will really bring people only through the front door Closing the back door is a euphemism for immigration raids.  Opening the front door means guest-worker programs.” ( Bacon).  
Who are the ones losing the heads?
	While there are many illegal Hispanic immigrants, there are also a vast number of Hispanics who are legal residents or U.S. citizens.  These legal Hispanics vote and get involved in government affairs.  Many vote for the one that offers the best support for Hispanics and that includes solutions for illegal immigrants.  “Conservatives have been obtuse to the depth of Hispanic resistance to the removal of illegals. Roughly 30 million resident Hispanics are American citizens--triple the number of Hispanic illegals. Eleven million Hispanics voted in 2008, a 38 percent increase from 2004” (Nadler).
	Many Republicans had lost positions and the Democrats had gained it.  “In one sense, nothing changed. In both 2004 and 2008, all nine congressmen on the border supported comprehensive immigration reform. What has changed is that all nine now are liberal Democrats.  Since 2004, Republicans lost two Senate seats and two House districts in Colorado [20 percent Hispanic], and a single House seat each in Idaho and Nevada [10 percent and 25 percent Hispanic respectively]” (Nadler). 
	Not only are the Republicans losing power, but time too.  Every time they propose a new bill, conflicts arrive.  “At some point, conservatives must reflect on how many allies, and how many issues, we are willing to sacrifice in a fey and futile attempt to get field workers, busboys, and nannies out of the country” (Nadler).
 
Giving them a chance that they can prove themselves
	While everyone is thinking about better ways to resolve this problem, the ones suffering are the children.  A lot of them have grown up waiting for a ray of light to shine on them, but until now nothing has happened.  Many of these children have been good citizens and have dedicated their lives to school for a better future.  “And yet even for those who defy the odds, graduation only presents new obstacles. It's then that hope and resolve run up hardest against the realities of life as an illegal immigrant, when college graduates find themselves blocked from virtually any occupation that demands proof of legal status”  (Mertens).
	Against all odds an act was proposed, but many voted against it.  This act would have helped the children and young adults of illegal immigrants to progress in life.  Now their only hope is to wait and see if this government will take pity on them and do something about it.  “The Development, Relief and Education for Alien Minors Act would help them. The DREAM Act would offer legal status and a path to citizenship to children and young adults who were brought to the US illegally and who attend college or serve in the military” (Mertens).
Conclusion
	As many would believe, the people of this country have experienced many good things in life that they otherwise couldn’t afford if it wasn’t for the help of others.  Several people still won’t recognize that the government is, in a way, permitting all of this to happen.  From the applications at the DMV in Spanish, to offering parent-teacher conferences in Spanish, to translators assigned in our courts, we have encouraged the same actions that we complain about.   In other words, they are using people to conserve the standards that Americans are used to having.  And if something is in the way, they make sure to discharge it.  We want more Americans to find jobs, but are not willing to pay higher prices for food. If that is the trend, we may end up biting the hand that feeds us.      
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